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1bat is Accelerated Reader?

Accelerated Reader s a reading tosl that the schssl has invested in to support the develspment sf each childs
reading shills once they are ready to meve on from the early reading scheme (Read White Inc.). The purpsse sof
Accelerated Reader (AR) is that it bhelps ts suppart independent reading practice and develspment sf reading and
comprebension shills, whilst making available a wide choice sf different texts.

Vour child picts @ bosh at thetr swn lovel and reads & at thetr swn pace. When finished. they tate @ short quiy
which assesses houw they bave wnderstosd the text and indicates what their next step sheuld be. The absslute by
hore is the understanding — gowr child may be able to physically read the words of alnsst any besh sut loud but
the quizges est the understanding and. comprehension of the chesen text.

Specific shills for decsding, retrioval sbills and comprebensisn will be taught within class Guided. Reading with AR
working alsngside this by helping (o enswre that yowr childls indepondent reading praclice is appropriate and
effective. Chiliron wsing AR have a free choice of the bsabs they read (within their given range). vather than
haing ane assigned. to thom. This makes veading a much more enjoyable experionce as they feel in contrsl and can
chosse bashs that are interesting to them. Your childs cluss teacher can alba provide guidance to help your chitdd
chosse boshs that are al an apprepiate reading lovel, These will be challonging withsut being frustrating and will
alss be at a level at which yowr child can pass the quiy and experience success.

1f your child dses not do well sn the quis, the teackher may assist them by:
- Helping chosse ansther bash that is more apprapriate
- Paining yaun child with @ Year Six llrarian whe has been, buained as @ Quigging Buddy’ te support them with
the quizging process.
Ploase be assured your child will never be in trsuble’ for net. dsing well in o quis
Hour dses the schsel determine my childs reading lovel?

When ysuw child first moves snts AR. and at the start sf each halll term thereafter, they complete a STAR Reading
lest. This is @ computer based reading assessment pragram that wses camputer adaptive technalagy. Ysur child is
presented with questions, which require a mulliple choice answer. Questions continually adjust te ysur childs
respenses. If the childs response is conect, the difficully level is increased. Unlike mast sther assessments if your
child dses not bnour an answer, they miss i that question sut ss that their resull is net affected by lucky/ unluchy
guesses. 1f they cannot answer a question or answers incorvvectly, the difficully level is reduced. The whale test
takes approximately 20 minutes. Ysur child is then given a perssnal Reading Range brown as a ZPD)

bt is o Peading Pande?

diffically of the text. The lovelling criteria covers such factors as vocabulary, average word longth, average sentonce
length, grammatical complenity — not hour long the bask is or how many pictures. it contains!

Bosks alse have an Interest Level which is based sn content—a bosks themes and ideas—and indicates for
which age group a bsst is apprapriate. An interest lovel sf LY—Lower Years (ages 5—8) and MY—Middle Years
(ages 9 -13).



Yowr child és given their range after each STAR Reading test It is impartant for childhren to read independently
During the year, as your child progresses in their reading, we would expect this range to change te reflect the
impravements that they are making, hewever as with all tests ssmetimes your childs nange may be lower than in @
previsus test. When this happens we will discuss the levels that your child should read at based sn their previsus
When a new range s given, youwr child weould normally continue to read from the peint they have reached within
%e&t&&[wnge.

for example old range 3.9 te 5.0 and currently successful quiz at 4.7 new range 4.2 to 5.9. Next bsst would be at
1.8

How dses my make child progress through their range?
As your child undertates each quiz, the resull sf that quiy signposts their next step.

For books with 3 or 5 questions

All questions answered Move up to next level

correctly

e.g. 100% coorect at 2.8 move up to 3.9

2/3 or3/50r4/5

Choose another book on the same level

1/3 or less than 3/5

Choose a book from the level below.

For books with 10 questions

All questions answered

Move up to next level

correctly or 9/10 e.g. 100% coorect at 2.8 move up to 3.9
7/10 or 8/10 Choose another book on the same level
6/10 or less Choose a book from the level below.

For books with 20 questions
17/20 or greater Move up to next level

e.g. 100% coorect at 2.8 move up to 3.9

14/20, 15/20 or 16/20

Choose another book on the same level

13/20 or less

Choose a book from the level below.
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Cvery bosk that has an AR Reading Practice Quiz is given a psints value. AR psints are based on the difficully of
the bsst and the length of the bssk (number of words). The point value sf bssks from schosl is indicated on a label
inside the best cover. Childhren earn psints sn a pro—rata basis depending on bhour welll they dos en the Reading
Practice Quis

for example, if your child takes a 5-question quiz on @ bosk worth 1 point they will earn 1 point for 5 correct
answers (100%), 0.8 peints for 4 covrect answers (80%) and 0.6 points for 3 correct answers.

1f they read a bosk worth 5 psints and take @ 10-question quiz they will earn 5 psints for 10 correct answers
(100%), 4.5 psints for 9 correct answers (90%), 4 psints for 8/10. 3.5 psints for 7/10 and 3 psints for 6/10.
They need to have a score sf 60% or higher e earn any psints.

The psints target set is based sn ysur childs Reading Range, the time they tssk ts complete their star Test and the
minutes that they are expected to read for each day as part of their Hame Learning. (20 minutes for childhen in
Maple and Sycamore and 25 minutes for. children in Oak).Children alss have the spportundty ts read during the
schesl day. The targets set are designed te be achievable for all children.

Chilihen, wha reach their target are rewarded with o cortificate and. small prise cach balf term;

Half Bronge FPencil
Bronge Gel pen
Half Silver Baestmark
Silver Notepad
Half Geld Reading bsst of their chsssing
Gald Gold Award Badge

There is alss a special breat if every child in a Tutor Group or Year Group reaches their target

O aim above everything eloe is that children develip a ife ~long love of reading. We understand that they may
wish to read bosks sutside their range, and this is fine providing they alse continue to read books within their

vange and worl tswards meeting the psints target set. Tor this veassn whilbt ysur child can quiy boshs sutside of
their range, the peints earnt may nat b counted towards thetr target if sther boshs are nat albs read and. quizsed.

Your chilld can alba qui boats that they bhave read from heme or the local lrary. You can wse the AR Bash finder
website to chech if @ bosb is sn AR hitps:/fuswanarboshfind.co.lfdefaultaspr

What yow can de te support yowr childs reading

This will allsws gsur child an apportundy to share theor boshs with yaw and. support their storgtellor usice.

Yow could alse ast your child to tell yow about the bosks they are reading, whether they are enjoying the story, whe




Anather lovely thing is te talle to them about the bssts that read as a child, maybe yow could re~read them
legether.

Yow can vieur your childs Accelerated Reader accaunt and losk at the bssks they have read and how they have
quigzed at any time. Your child can login and quiz at heme (except weekends) ar you can have access at anytime via
Heme Connect (this allsws youw te view ysuwr childs pragress but net access quizges). If you weuld like to receive login
detaily for Home Connect, please let s bnsw.

1 yow have any questions or would like any further information ar support please speake te
yowr childs class teacher .



